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General ~ Gracey  took  the
announcement in very good part. I
was appointed Deputy Commander-
in—-Chief so that I should be able to
make myself familiar with the work.
I went to Germany and England on a
short visit to study military

establishments.'
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Grateful for your message of
appreciation and encouragement on
my extension of tenure. Personally I
would have been just as happy to
retire as I would be in further serving
this magnificent army the building
of which has been my life long
ambition. In any case I have eaten its

salt for thirty one years and

everything in me is due to it and

belongs to it.”
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the taste and opinion of senior L‘)L?'/@ Z;!}! “LJL? u.f/ A% z
officers, the armed forces (in fact the 3{77 S 7 (F $s D2 =52 )
army alone) would move in or -“‘L&//’& il Ll

contrive to do so.”
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that he could not comply with the
order and must report the matter to
Auchinleck as compliance would
entail the issue of ‘Stand Down
Order No. 2° which meant the
withdrawal of the British officers
from the  Pakistan  Army.
According to Gracey's private
secretary, Wilson, Mountbatten
rang up Gracey and threatened that
if he moved any troops to Kashmir
he would ensure that he would not

get his knighthood.”
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After the establishment of Pakistan rg;’ sl ut’fg PP Ut e’
in 1947, Prime minister Liaquat Ali CG)Z.U,(}/"/..CU;Q(U/LUG(}‘ =5
Khan appointed Mirza as the first (§/-co4f S8~ ﬂr&mu{m:g@/”
Defence Secretary, one of the most JA!J&I/?JHTG,&/%UK“/@JH‘WLL
important government positions. _“J dl/ﬁ d/ (f‘/ Ld Ak 190 A
He oversaw the Indo-Pakistan war
of 1947, and the Balochistan
conflict in 1948.
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Nishtar was considered a serious f’ M w2 L J; i b J‘ &g”
contender for the post of Prime t’lglf‘ﬂﬂ},g‘ﬂnggltféy <l
Minister after Liagat Ali Khan's J2 /)’;’//"f Lf//"J d/u" u’g %
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assassination. His appointment (& (de: e Juu%,‘{
was blocked by senior secularists (1 sl & J G,y SR e ¥ J:&A
and liberal officials including the usiazerFL P 60 L8, 7
future President Iskander Mirza L& }f' wg (bl
because of Nishtar's conservative

and Islamic views.
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of Khawaja Nazimuddin was B3l S Jky Lo
convened to decide the line ofaction -&- d_La 4 S b J’f ol Z
in regard to the sectarian violence ..U /uv": [ e r s L;‘i(j Lj

then consuming Lahore. In the sl /i G ;.;Kd)’/.‘.; =3 J1 %
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middle of a heated debate, Iskander gﬁﬁgég//ﬂéajlgigfrygj;
Mirza, then cabinet secretary, rose (& J ! Z bl Lo Jaes l?(
and left the room without seeking the ¢l &% L ug;}?}”(b’“/;l Ed s
PM’s permission. He returned to the J.'?;cmﬁ JLKZ/}?&/ u.fii f&f
cabinet session ten minutes later and J)ZM%»J’/?LC/L/MULJ!ILL
announced to its participants not to ug,i (ﬁ bIcc d// el ‘Wb (}j f
bother themselves anymore as he (@l(ﬁ@g)’!_‘g/g/L@UJﬁ/L
had spoken to Lt. Gen. Azam Khan, J/Q/» f/dt;/:! rﬁjl//nj; u’a;-y@
Lahore’s corps commander who was &;’ Sl Z1s R f&n’ )
all primed to declare martial law in S/ é’% s a2 Tl
the city next morning. That ended
the discussion. Neither the PM nor
anybody else dared challenge Mirza
over his arbitrary decision or
insolent behavior.
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Khan, were once visiting Nurpur
for the annual mela when they
came upon a British cavalry
regiment carrying out their training
routine. Being fond of horses,
father and son stopped to watch.
Noticing the interest shown by the
young Mir Dad Khan, the
commanding officer encouraged
him to join the cavalry. In 1880,
Mir Dad Khan joined the Hodson’s
Horse Regiment. He rose to the
rank of Risaldar Major, the highest

rank an Indian could attain in the

army at that time.”’
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In Father’s addresses to the officers

(particularly in the officers’ mess),

4l gf!‘;L) el = U A
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he would not restrict himself }'/| 0 & s {3 T

strictly to military matters. He
would often advise the officers on
matters such as family planning
and ways to better their lives...
Though he was criticized by the
Ulema and religious parties for his
position on various issues (such as
family planning), he cared very
little for their objections and
thought them to be out-of-step

with the modern world.™
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Ayub Khan continued his
predecessors' policy of an alliance
with the United States during the
Cold War, joining CENTO, and

allowing the U.S. and Britain
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most notably the airbase outside of &L A

Peshawar, from which U-2

intelligence flights over the Soviet

Union were launched.
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As itbecame apparent that Father’s
days were numbered, General
Yahya Khan began to shuffle the
generals around. Officers close to
him were put in important
positions... So apparent was his
desire to assume power that while
on tour in Hong Kong, General
Yahya attended a dinner where he
was asked who would be president
after Ayub Khan. Without batting
an eye-lid, he said: ‘The future

president is standing before you’.39
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